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And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the powers 
of death shall not prevail against it. 


Matthew 16:18 
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In the year 1850, a settlement of pioneer Germans organized 
and built St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, in section 
32, Wayne Township, near Webster, Ohio In reflecting upon 
the history of St. Peters Church it is necessary to take the 
reader back to the first settlers and their arrival in Wayne 
Township. These reflections will lead us through an inter- 
esting formation of the community in which the church was 
located, its personnel and the possible reasons for its org-= 
anization,. 


On wanuary 3, 1509, the! General Assembly of Ohio, created 
the County of Parke from territory then belonging to Miami 


County. Pera tomlin Cn emGineloMonday of June, 1161.77 
evo tec oun y COM ol Onero met sin Greenville, Ohio 
and organized county government. RU eit Smee enu Le a COUNLY, 


was included in Greenville Township, but on July 3, 1817, two 
new townships were formed, Twin on the south and Wayne on the 
north, The name Wayne was suggested by the prominent position 
occupied by General Anthony Wayne, 


The first settler to arrive in Wayne Township and in the vicin- 
ity of St. Peter's Church was Jacob Carlock, 1817, who entered 
land and made a clearing, where, in 1835, the village of Web~ 
ster was laid out. His name was never associated with the church 
History leaves us with an interim of a number of years without 
an account of any settlement in this locality. It is quite 
probable that there were, but no record has been made, 


It is here where we start on a part of our history, so very 
interesting, that of listing the pioneer German families who 
later made uv the Lutheran congregation that received the 
name, St. Peter. This roster of the community will give 
you a closer acquaintance with those men and women of the 
noblest and most courageous period in pioneer church's histe 
ory, for theirs was of an indomitable spirit. 


Two names associated with the early life of the church were, 
Wolfe and Fiebiger, Joseph Wolfe was an early German immi- 
grant settler and was one of the early arrivals. He was a 
coverlet weaver by trade. His son, Epharim Wolfe, was a 
member of the second confirmation class, held April 11, 1852, 
Easter Sunday. 

Fridrich Wilhelm Fiebiger owned land adjacent to Wolfe, 

and was also a German weaver. Mr. Fiebiger served the 
congregation many years as church secretary. 


Gs 
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John Adam Kleinschmidt, was a German pioneer owning land near 
Wolfe and Fiebiger. Mr. Kleinschmidt is credited as being 
probably the first German immigrant in Wayne Township, comin 
in, in 1830 or shortly after. 

During a time of high water, a daughter, in an attempt to 
cross Stillwater on a foot-log fell into the swollen stream 
and was drowned. Her body was the first one buried in the 
Lutheran (Frieden'ts) cemetery south of Bloomers, 

Others in the family were, J. C., an early harness dealer in 
Versailles; Mrs. Engelken, John and Samuel. 


During the year 1833, two more families appeared in the 


settlement, kohr and Jacobi. George Fridrich Rohr was 

oneloL thet inst sohurchsoriicers, 

After establishin; a home, William Jacobi, later operated 

A: caaoHouuebe id Cuber pi be Nes Uses rablesin arly pioneer 
sl LET ras 


“rree years later, 1836, the names of Klipstine,. Kelch and 
Seibt were additions, locating on farms north east of the 
site of Webster, Ohio. Adam tlipstine, at whose home St. 
Peter's congregation was organized, was from Prussia. His 
native home was near Leipsic. William Klipstine, a Son, 
stated that he arrived in time to help with the log-rolling. 
He also was one of the 49'ers seeking gold in California. 
Johann Adam kelch too, was a 49'er and made the trip to 
California in company with William Klipstine,. Kelch was 
another of these sturdy pioneer Germans who settled on the 
east border of what was later known as the "Dutch Roost". 
Frederick Traugott Seibt, was born in Bautzen, Saxony, Ger- 
many, in 1804, and came to America in 1830. 

He served eighteen months in the Hudson Bay Company and after 
leaving the company, he traveled through the country fixing 
clocks and watches and while in this business he met Miss. 
Erdmute Schmidt. ‘hey fell in love and were married in 1836. 
Mr, Seibt and his bride moved to Wayne Township, settling at 
Webster and was the pioneer merchant at that place. Upon his 
death October 14, 1874, his son Adolph took over the business, 


Next we have the name of Trittschuh, father of Henry Trittschuh, 
the old cooper of Versailles, and was of the early arrivals. 

He too, owned land on the border of the "Dutch Roost." 

Among the first names recorded of the early membership of the 
church, appears Wilhelm Trittschuh and Fredrich Trittschuh. 


Among the names of the committee to organize St. Peter's Cong- 
regation we find George Christoph Lowig, known today as Labig. 
we notice on the old church record books that in later years, 
there too, the spelling was changed. The Lowig (Labig) family 
came from Germany in 1838, and settled in the central part of 
the settlement. 


The settlement also had a carpenter, in the person of Robert 
Kinney, aman active in church and school, Another trades- 
man was William Apple, the blacksmith, and at this period of 
time no community was complete without the blacksmith. 

in this part of the settlement were to be found also, John 
we and George apple, vohn W. moved here from Montgomery 
County, Ohio. Two other men, Jacob Rhoades and David 
Rhoades, both Lutherans, were natives of Pennsylvania before 
coming to Darke County, Ohio. David was a later arrival, 
but in time for log-roiling and much hard labor clearing 
land for farming, 


The year 1846 marks the arrival of George F. Sheffel and his 
brother E. F. Sheffel, who were followed by Herman Seifert 
jill ine Peochihe comiily arrived in 1649, one year before 


CUM orer! Secor re at pote Orvanized Of the Peschke fame 
How ore Cuaron ort record book Fives us the names of Garl 
and William. Tiga" ceenay Pcireoe Cad Was Jocated south of the site 
Giawe USC ers. Just om south of the Peschke farm, Peter Masner 


settled. We remember Peter Musner So well, because of the, 
German style, neck beard he wore. 

Adjoining Masner, on the south, was Phillip Schmidt. A daughter 
of Mr. Schmidt lives in the north part of Darke County, Ohio, 
just west of North Dayton. 

The daughter, Mrs. Anna Schmidt Breymire tells how, as a girl, 
She and her fathers family on Sunday morning, to attend services 
at St. Peter's, would start walking, a distance of about three 
miles, and as they passed the homes of Masner, Peschke, Tritt- 
gschuh and many other homes, the families would join them on this 
foot journey to church, arriving there, a large band of worshipers. 
At this early period of history, church attendance was good. 


Another family, Froebe, was prominent in the settlement, two 
Sons, Phillip and Henry were soldiers in the war with Mexico, 
and, Frederic and Phillip in the Civil War. (18621865) 

(St, Peter's Church also, had her soldier sons.) 


Adam Heil (now spelled Hile) was a German immigrant and a sucess- 
ful farmer. He had a son and daughter, Isaac and Elizabeth. 

On a farm adjoining him on the west was his brother Johan Heil, 
who arrived in 1844. His children were Henry and Lavina, 


Next we have Michael Metzcar, from Wertemburg, Germany, described 
as a sort of blustering, industrious old German who in his life 
time acquired considerable wealth, His daughter married Fred 
Frobe, Metzcar settled on the north border, near Jacksonville, 
(now Versailles,) Ohio. 
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Although not listing their arrival dates in the settlement 
the old church records reveal the family names of; Agne, 
Fisher, Haach, and Steifel, all loyal members of St. Peter's 
Churah, and of their posterity, most of them Lutherans today, 


These thrifty people, who came from the land of Luther, were 
not adventurers, but men and women who sought escape from con- 
ditions not satisfactory to them and an opportunity to live 
and work and worship as a free God-fearing folk, In this their 
land of adoption they had found just that and were truly thank- 
Tul. 


These Germans were mainly Lutherans and were a part of Friedens 
Lutheran Church, near Bloomers, Miami County, Ohio. 
Friedens, orfanized in 1833, was three and a half miles east 
OL the Sitevoimot, A rene 
THiS Wignhs Been asl Gun woyeorganl 2enands DULL dgateWwecnucch 
Wivh rv. Ce.S Gy titeer asd One half miles away, fromthe ipro- 
posed new church. JIS eee, ou Clo Ces LOU: history, how- 
cver Short, meant a lot to one wno traveled on foot, and most of 
tie travel was on foot or horseback, Then too, Versailles Luthe 
erans were without a church and the three and one half extra 
miles to Friedens would mean a lot to them, and they naturally 
were ready for the new church home the new congregation would 
provide for them. 


There is no record left us, that we today, can know all and what 
events led to their decision to organize and build St. Peter's 
Church, Nevertheless, we shall speculate thus; that they con- 
cluded that there were enough Lutherans left in the vicinity of 
Friedens church to carry on with a sizeable congregation, and 
that their own settlement was large enough to Support another 
church, and with the travel problem, it was time to build a 
new church among them in their community. 

Believing that our speculative theory being mainly correct, 

we Shall now take you to the home of Adam Klipstine, where, 

the old church record tells us that on March 10, 1850, mem- 
bers of St. Peter's congre,ation met to organize a new cong-= 
regation and elected the following committee: 

John Adam Kleinschmidt, :ridrich Traugott Seibt, 

George Christoph Lowig, (Labig) Fridrich Christoph Hach, (Haach) 
and Fridrich Wilhelm Fiebiger, Secretary. 


After the adjournment, the newly elected committee met again 
this same day. This meeting convened in the house of F. W. 
Fiebiger, secretary, for the purpose of making a subscription 
list for a new church building. It is regrettable that no - 
record was made of this subscription list as it would be of 
much interest today, 


Where to build the church? We believe two basic facts, more 
than any other, prompted their decision. First; to best serve 
the congregation they would build it near the central part of 
the settlement, and in that way the walking distance would be 

in fairness to all. Second; the gift of a building site would 
be an inducement and this is attested to by the entry on the 
church book stating that Mr. Fredrich Traugott Seibt donated 
free gratis, one and one half acres of land for a church and a 
cemetery. Mr. Seibt and his wife Christina executed a deed to 
St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran NEO ar an? February 28, 1856, 
which was not recorded until April 16, 1851. 

The Darke County Recorders Office, record of deeds, Volume U-1l 
page 354, disclose the contents of this deed. 

Along with the description of the real estate, it also states, | 
for and in consideration of $10.00, and, since the church record 
states Mr. Seibt donated free gratis, this one and one half acre, 
we believe the probable reason for this $10.00 stipulation is, 
Phat would cul) a Gel inive value on the gift. 


Mano OO.) eno cene roray) the conarezation met: in the house 
of FF. we. Fiebiger and at the direction of the committee the 
iollowing were made church officers; George Fridrich Rohr, 
Klder for three years; tridrich ‘'raugott Seibt, Elder for 
two years; vohn Adam Kleinschmidt, tlder for one year; 
Fridrich wilhelm Fiebiger, Secretary for two years; 

Conrad Agne, Ueacon for two years; Adolph Christoph Stiefel, 
Yeacon for one year. 

With a deep feeling of accomplishment, the Secretary writes; 
1850, in the year of our Lord and Savior a German Lutheran 
Church and Congregation was organized. his church received 
the name St, reter's,with no reason given for the choice. 


It would be of great interest to us today if the plans and 
building progress with cost would have been entered on the 
church journal. Since this was not done, we again, will 
have to speculate, At this early period of history the erect- 
fon of buildings were neighborhood affairs and we would believe 
this church to be no exception, especially, in this community 
of hardy German pioneers, 

In all probability this log-Tabernacle in which they would 
worship God was completed before the end of the year 1850. 


, The congregation adopted a constitution that was the usual 
one adopted by Lutheran churches, with few exceptions, 
One article of St. Peter's constitution sets forth that it 
would be an "independant" congregation, meaning that it would 
not affiliate with any Synod, but would remain free to call 
pastors from any Lutheran Synod, 


The first pastor called to serve St. Peter's was, Philip Locker, 
of the Miami Synod. This Synod was a member of the General Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, He served from organization 
to March 1853. His first formal call was made March 30, 1851, 
and the second March 28, 1852. Each call was for one year, 
Rev. Locker was a resident of Darke County at that time, 
He owned his own home and lived in Clapboard Town (Wakefield) 
three miles north of Greenville, near the Darke County Childrens 
Home, from November, 1847 to October, 1857. 
Locker was a circuit riding pastor, traveling almost exclusively 
on horseback. His synodical report for the year 1850, states 
that he served four congregations and two preaching: stations 
that year, In 1857 he removed to Indiana where he served church- 
es in and around Salamcinia until his death in 1881, 
He vas Curhed in tie State Line Lutheran Cemetery three miles 
NM oG twO Miies cast of New Corydon, Indiana. 


he Church Constitution required, at least, two Communion services 

ach year. The first Comiunion was celebrated April 14, 1850. 
‘{nirty men and twenty women partook, a total of fifty persons, 
The second was celebrated November 1, 1850. Fifty-six partook, 


The first baptism was reccrded by Bastor Locker as of July 12, 
UeAO'. 


Rev. Locker's first funeral service in St. Peter's Congregation 
was for Mrs, Martha Catherine Scheffel, March 1850, 

This was the first burial in the cemetery beside the church, This 
cemetery, like most early Lutheran cemeteries, was a part of the 
church lot. 


The first wedding in the coneregation was solemnized by Rev, 
Locker, with George Freiterick Scheffel being wedded to Barbara 
Taylor, September, 1850, 

The first wife of Mr. Scheffel had passed to her reward in 
March of that year. Miss, Taylor becoming his second wife, 


The year 1651, brought one confirmand into the year old cong- 
regation. Maria Barbara Scheffel receiving the rite from her 
pastor, Philip Locker, 


April 11, 1852, Easter Sunday, Pastor Locker had the pleasure 
of confirming the fcllowing class; Augusta Paulina Granold, 
Charlotte Albertine Fiebiger, Simon Kleinschmidt, Wilhelm 
Trittschuh, Heinrich Kellig and Ephrahim Wolfe, 


March 14, 1853, the comgregation voted to extend a call to 

Rev. M. during, whose service was for a little more than a 
years duration. What the synod affiliations of During was, 

are not disclosed, The first notice we have of him after 
leaving the congregation is, that he was one of sixteen pastors 
who organized the Wartburg Synod in 1875, and of his name be-~ 
ing dropped from the Synod roll in 1890. In this short period 
at St. Peter's only pastoral duties were recorded, 

By a letter, recently received, from Rev. R. B. Garten, D. Do, 
Spokane, Washington, I am informed that Rev, Matthias During 
was ordained in 1849, About 1884 he became pastor of St. John's 
Lutheran Church, Mt. Pulaski, Illinois, and died there before 
1891, and is buried there, Dr. Garten was secretary of the Wart- 
burg Synod, 1900-1904. 


At a congregational meeting held May 25, 1854, a call was voted 
and made to Rev. Isaac Hursh, whose synod affiliations at that 
time was not stated, however, we find later that he was a mem-~ 
ber of the English District Synod and that he was among the group 
of pastors who October 23, 1871, formed the Indiana S:mod. 

( From: History of Indiana Synod) 

Both Pastor Hursh and his wife are buried at kast Germantown, 
(Pershing P. 0.) Indiana, located on Route # 40. He served 
Zions Church at that place for a number of years. 


During the pastorate of Hursh a problem confronted the cong- 
regation regarding their cemetery, which, in 1859, was settled 

by an additional article or amendment to their constitution which 
provided that burials be restricted to church members onlye 


An entry on the pages of the old financial ledger dated, 1855, 
shows the purchase of a new pulpit cover, 5 yards @ .45¢ per 
yard, and a fringe for the cover, costing $1.00 The completed 
cover cost them $3.25 

The primitive church of that day did not have a pulpit cover 
for each church season as we have today. Well do J remember, 
in my own home church, the pulpit cover with the gold fringe. 
That their church must be beautiful and yet be as a means to 
afford seclusion from the peering outside they purchased thir- 
teen yards of window cover at a cost of $2.00 


Another entry dated August 16, 1856, lists an Order of Service 
book © $2,00 and a new stove at #14.00 : 

The Order of Service, probably, was the only one in the cong- 
regation and was for the pastors use, only. 


After five years of faithful service Pastor Hursh resigned and 
in his place, his brother-in-law, Revo John George Schaefer was 
called. Schaefer served the congregation to the year L890) cea 
little more than thirty years, 


a) 


Again, in 1861, another cemetery question was settled by adding 
the second article to the constitution, providing for burials 
consecutively in rows and not in family burial lots, 

This rule was followed for awhile, but was later abandoned with- 
out record in the old church book. On visiting the old cemetery 
you will find many family lots today. 


Rev. Schaefer, for many years, served his parish of several 
churches by riding horseback, Mrs. Anna Schmidt breymire 
relates that at one of their joyous Christmas night programs 
at St. Peter's Church, the congregation presented him with a 
new saddle. At this Christmas time it was bitter cold and 
Pastor Schaefer nearly froze coming to the church, 

ochaefer in the later years of his ministry acquired a Phaeton 
buggy to make his pastoral calls, 


The largest number of communicants partaking of the Lords Supper 

was in the year 1862. 

April 20, 1862 (92) personsypartook, the offering was $4422 

November 2, 1862, 116 persons partook, the offering was 5.58 
Totes ~ 208 -- $9.80 


In 1867 a rebuilding or remodeling program was carried out with 
only the brief mention of the cost, Stated thus; 

Umbau Kirche kostet $423.80, translated (rebuilding or remodel- 
ing church cost) The subscription fund amounted to $426.75 
When completed they had a fund balance left of $2.95 

What changes were made, was not disclosed, but, must have been 
extensive. No record of the subscription list was made, 


A page of the old journal with an entry dated 1878 reads; 
Jacob Agne, fiocken lauten $5,900 

Glocken, translated, means bell ringer, Lauten, means to ring. 
This five dollars was his pay for a year, 

In later years William Klipstine assumed the duties of "Glocken 
lautent!" Perhaps today we would call Mr. Agfne and Klipstine 
the church sextons, and naturally, they would be expected to 
ring the bell. 


When the bell and bell tower were placed on the church is a 
conjecture, It might have been a part of the remodeling done 
INwLEO (i. 


The congregation had a Sunday School, but its organization date 
is not known, and a complete list of the superintendents is not 
available. Christian Metzger is credited with being one of the 
first. Mrs, William Klipstine also served a period. Others to 
follow were; Henry Jacobi, L. C. Klipstine, Sarah Agne Schef- 
fel and August Prakel who served the school at different periods 


previous to the year 1892. Beginning with the year 1892, another 


faithful, A. L. Klipstine led the school for three years, 
We are unable to tell you what year the school discontinued, 
In our historical files we have a lesson book used by the school, 


it is The Augsbury Sunday School Lesson Book for the last quarter 


Jo 


of 1895, published by the Lutheran Publication Society, # 42 Ninth 


Street, Philadelphia, Penn, 


J! 


In the old church journal, an entry in German, dated 1881, 
credits Albert Fiebiger with a gift of $7.00 for Turm decken, 
Other receipts, without naming the donors, for the same pur- 
nose amounted to $27.50, all totaled $34.50 

Another entry credits payment to Heinrich Horner for Turm 
decken, $33.00 

Translated, Turm would mean belfry, Steeple or tower, and 
Decken is a cover or roof, 


At numerous times we find the entry, Erntefest (Harvest Home 
Keast) mawitneotmerings | rom o2.o2) tows. 26 

This was a church festival date faithfully observed at St, 
Peter's Church. 


Organists serving 5t. Peter's Church were; Catherine Schmidt 
Grow, Elizabeth Sheffel, Caroline Klipstine Worch, Dora Worch 
Hoke and the last one to serve, Alma Kelch Brewer, 

Mrs, Grow played the organ for twenty-six years, 

The organ, still in use today, was a reed organ, 


Rev. John George Schaefer, ministered to the congregation 

at St. Peter's Lutheran Church from 1859 to 1890, being 
compelled to retire because of disabilities and illness 
after a service of more than thirty years at St. Peter's, 
Pastor Schaefer studied Theology at Capital University, 
Columbus, Ohio. It is noted that in school he mastered all 
the principal languages except Hebrew, 

He served churches in both Varke and Miami Counties. 
inwueankemeounvyambes despot .mpet cr sci sheycarns eduthe Gospel 
CoOnoUeOonn saLuthenan Church at “Brock, Ohio) © St... Paul's at 
Willowdell and Trinity at Versailles, Ohio, 

The last three as a circuit riding pastor. 


He was held in high esteem by the Evangelical Lutheran 
District Synod of Ohio, of which he was a member, for upon 
his death he is referred to as the venerable Father J. G. 
Schaefer. Heawasmadnitcedm conve ro yniod sLrom Waysister 
synod in 1874. Upon his death in 1900, he was laid to 
Pestmaty covington.) Ohio. whevs. J. G. Neiffier, and Wm. Hall, 
conducted the services, 


Pastor Schaefer in his long service ministered to them from 
infancy to adult and then old age. First, baptism in inf- 
ancy, confirmation in their youth, and later the marriage. 
Many were the funerals he conducted, and, with his words of 
comfort, he was to them, indeed, 

"Rev. George Schaefer,the beloved pastor of St. Peter's." 


iA 
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The Church's one bequest came in 1882, when Christopher Metzker, 
a member of the congregation passed to his reward, leaving a 
will which was filed March 17, 1882, in the Probate Court of 
Darke County, Ohio. John H, Hile was named administrator, 

One directive of his will was a bequest of 41,500.00, to 

St. Peter's Lutheran Church, where his wife is buried. The int- 
erest from this bequest to be used for church purpose only. 

This interest along with other offerings keeps the church prop- 
erty and cemetery in good repair. 


It is interesting to note that the will also directs that one 
thousand dollars be given to nearest relatives in Germany. 

Among relatives named in this country are; Michael Metsker, 
Louise Shalehouse, Mary Herwig, Charles Masner and Peter Masner,. 


(Spellins of names are as on the Will Record.) 
Will Record, Book-D Page 200. 


Upon his call to Trinity Lutheran Church at Versailles, Ohio, 
Rev, A. Jd. Reichert also assumed charge of St. Peter's Church, 
serving from 1890 to 1892. 


That the congregation was reluctant to give up German preaching 
is expressed in a letter from Rev. A. J. Reichert to Trinity cong- 
regation Vecember, 19@5, from which we quote: 


How well I recall the first Sunday in the parish. It was 
June 17, 1890. 1 preached in the morning at Trinity in the 
English language, in the afternoon at St. Peter's in the 
German lamguege and at Friedens in the evening. 

The German sermon was the first I ever preached. How well do 
I remember the words of appreciation after the service and 
especially the ten dollar gold piece put in my hand _ by 

Mr, Wm, Klipstine, Sr., with a word of congratulation, 


During, his, pastorat 6 at Sti Peber's Rev. pteicherteminalogc, 


CoOnbirmedsa Class Of OUrACILUA en; Bertha Seifert, 
Helen Shunaker, Henry Fisher and Otto Trittschuh. 
Two members of the chass are now deceased, Helen Shumaker 


and Bertna Seiiert,. 


We now come to a period when ne record was kept at all, at 
least no entries were made in the regular record book, 
However, the activities of the congregation were again reporte 
ed beginning in the year 1901. 


During an interim of about nine years pastors from Trinity 
Lutheran Church at Versailles, Ohio, until the calling of 
Rev. Amos Poorman, Supplied the congregation at St. Peter's, 
holding services at appointed times, but not regular every 
Sunday. 


ee, 


aay 


The year 1901 finds the congregation without a pastor, but by 
July of that year it was learned that Rev. Amos A, Poorman was 
available, and on July 29, 1901 the congregation extended a 
call to him which he accepted. He also served Zion Lutheran 
Church, at Wakefield, Ohio, at that time. 

Pastor Poorman could preach both in the Inglish and German 
language equally well, and this proved very satisfactory. 

The German members were still reluctant to give up the German 
preaching. 


Rev, Poorman served St. Peter's Church until July 29, 1905, a 
| period of four years, After leaving he continued to serve Zion 
| Church at Wakefield, giving his full time ministry to that cong- 
regation until July 4, 1917, when a stroke disabled him so much 
that he was compelled to retire from the ministry. 
He died at his home 423 South Hawthorne St., Dayton, Ohio, 
December 28, 1920, at the age of 74 years, 
He was buried in Woodland cemetery at Dayton, December 31, 1920. 


At this time preaching in the Hnglish language at Trinity Luthe 
eran Church at Versailles began to attract the younger people 
who could understand little or no German preaching at all. 

Better roads and means of travel all tended to weaken St. Peter's 
congregation, 


After Pastor Poorman had terminated his services in July 1905, 

Rev, Jacob Wesner who was pastor of ‘'rinity at Versailles, 
counseled with the small number of members remaining at St. Peter's 
advising and urged them to affiliate with the Versailles cong- 
regation. before the close of his pastorate at Versailles in 

LO 13% Rev, Wesner accomplished this transition in most part, 

only a small number remained steadfast and still claimed their 
membership at St. Peter's, 


With the transfer of most of the membershiv to Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Versailles, Uhio, the problem of maintaining the church 
building and cemetery was solved by electing a church board from 
among the grand children and great grand children of the pioneer 
families who organized St. Peter's congregation in 1850. 

This Board composed of the following trustees, Harold Klipstine, 
William Agney, Orion Trittschuh, Harry Scheffel and Henry Fischer, 
provides one worship service each yeare This annual service is 
usually conducted by Trinity congregation of Versailles, with 
their pastor preaching the sermon. 
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The old log Church in a good state of preservation is available 
for funerals at all times and is occasionally used, 

The cemetery beside it is still being used, with recent burials, 
The maintenance of the Church building and cemetery is financed 
by proceeds from the Metzker bequest fund, offerings taken at 
the annual services, which is usually very liberal, and gifts of 
labor and materials, 


St. Peter's Congregation was not born out of a division of ano~« 
ther congregation because of strife or discension, but because 
of a need for a church in a distinct new settlement, 


Her passing was not complete, just a transition from an active 
Church to a Memorial, cherished today by the posterity of the 
German pioneer families who organized her, the community and 
the Lutherans of Varke County, Ohio, 


"The Old Meetinghouse" 
We love the venerable house 
Oure fatners 2b0n bus CoMaour 
In heaven are kept their grateful vows, 


Their dust endears tine sod, 


Kmerson . 


And thou shall remember all the 
way which the Lord thy God led thee, 


Veuve eon 


it 


eeren Erte 


Duro LeGen.s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
near 


Webster, Ohio. 


The following is a list of pastorates, 


Rev, Philip Locker PS5O—18 53 
Rucatcg, Sues) (DNB en ee. iWerS Shei Weis 
Rev, 1saac Hursh 1854-1859 
Rev, John George Schaefer 1859-~1890 
Rev wae so iemchent 1890-1892 
Mev We oh. ebelren supply 
Revere e. tinn Supply 
Rev. Wm, Hall Supply 
Rev. AmoS A, Poorman 1901=1905 


'hrough the efforts of Rev. Jacob Wesner, pastor of 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, at Versailles, 
most of St. Peter's congregation transfered their 
membership to Trinity. 


/3 


I 
14 


St. Peter's Evang. Lutheran Church. 


Names found on the old record book, 


Fredrich Traugott Bernhold Vroscha 
Johann Lowig - (Labig) 

George Lowig 

Adolph Trittschuh 

George F, Scheffel 

r,. Robert Blume 

Conrad Agne 

Fridrich ‘'raugott Seibt 

John Adam Kleinschmitt 

Fridrich Christoph Hach setaach) 
Fridrich Wilhelm riebiger 

George Fridrich xohr 

Adolph Christoph Stiefel 

Jvonn Adam tlipstine 

Conrad Grenold 

Johan Christian necht 

Johan Heil - (Hile) 

Adam Heil 

Louis Klay 


Ik, Nicholas Kellig - (Kelch) 

Karl Peschke 

Herman Seifert James Young 
Johann -Frobst Ema Bird 
Wilhelm Klipstine Leonara Hartung 
Christoph Mevzger Lewis Fiebiger 
Wilhelm ‘l'rittschuh August Prakel 
George Martin Coe Wer Ecko! 
Johann Adam Kelch Henry Marolid 
Kprahim woif Henry Jacobi 
Johan vebastian Fischer Peter Masner 


Heinrica Ug laacns 
Fredrich Tritvschuh 
dee neinpaichettochner 
Christoph Schelhaus 
Jacob Schelhaus 
Henry Simon 

George Apel 
Wilhelm Ilgen 

Lewis Frobe 
Benjamin Kieser 
Solomon Appel 
PRELT ip S.chmidac 
Berthold Enyeiken 


ahs 


Expense enteries for the year 1850. 


White Lead 
John Bigham 
Bellenger 

8 # nails 
Carpenter bill 
For board etc. 
eequageusn oo) 
Lime 

Window glass 
lle ouuty 
Wine for Commun 
Joseph Wolf 
PgeeOlrn 

Brick 

2 AMaiinaned rere! Sate ve 
Stove pipe 
Stove 

10" nails 

13 # Bolts and 


Total receipts 


1 keg 
Labor 


PLeLD 
iba) 


Labor~Broadax oD 


ion oe SS 
boards 
boards 

chimney - 


— — ow 


556 
38.124 
3,00 
250 
2550 
ie 
re 
we 


Syl ee ane Shoes 


23 52> 
Ee 
4.38 
Oe. 
Pasi0) 
gem 
$92 070 


for the year eT S06 


The receipts were not itemized and did not 
give from what Source they were received. 


/‘/ 


From the Sunday School record book of, 
St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1888-1889, 


July 1, 1888. 


Liee Gar Kili potine, Jupt 
fete rake Ls 
Sarah A. Agney, oecretary 
Week. onlipstine, Treasurer 


Teachers: = 
Bertha Kelch, 
Sarah McCrea, 


Ida Seifert, 


Class’ Rolls 


Olass + le lida Sen ere) 
Henry Fisher 
Ora Hile 


Pursey Klipstine 
David Petersime 
Manuel Hile 
Albert Kelcnh 
Charley icCrea 
Jarion Minser 
Willie Petersime 
Willie Apney 


Glass ifs oe eCUavidteenat ler) 
Henry Fisher 
Henry Hile 


ASSty wupus 


Klizabeth mcCrea, 


Officers and Teachers, 


August Prakel, David Schaffer, 
Amelia Kleinsmith and 


Class # 2 (August Prakel) 
Wm, Fisher 

Wee. ah Li pStine 

Levi Hole 

John A. Fisher 

Freelin Schaffer 

Alfred Haack 

Wm. Haack 

Aupjust Ellis 


/ 


Class # 4 (Bertha Kelcnh) 
Carlie Kelch 

Louis Frote 

Callie Frobe 

Joseph Petersime 


Will Kelch 
eG em Droak 
John Petersime 
Henry Peschke 
Mat Fisher 
Homer Sproat 


Artie Klipstine 
Charley Hile 
Alma Kelch 
Godlove Bang 
Bertha Peschke 
Lizzie Agney 
Lucy Byrd 
Carrie Ilgen 
Glass 5 > LET zabeth, McCrea) Annie Ilgen 
Jennie Byrd 
Velia Byrd 
Katy Scheffel 
Luly Seifert 
Ida Seibt 
Hettie Seibt 
Nella Seibt 
Martha Fisher 


Class # 6 (Amelia Kleinsmith) 
Callie Fisher 

Mary Fisher 

Fmma Fisher 

Gertie Apple 

Martha Hile 


Emma Hile Clara Seifert 
Vina Hile Anna Scheffel 
Helen Agney 


Ida Fisher Class # 7 (Sarah McCrea) 
Helen Haack Mary Peschke Etta Kinney 
Bertha Trittschuh iva Peschke Anna Hile 
mma Hole Amelia Trittschuh 
Lydia Petersime, 


ibe 
CHRISTMAS «<€ «= December 1888, 


Treasurer's report of Christmas entertainment as accepted by 
the St. Peter's Sabbath School. 


Total amount collected $29.80 


Money expended by the different committees: 


Committee on preperation Swligli2 
L. C. Klipstine, for programs helo 
Committee on tree -- -~ rypaes: 
Purchasing Comme, book for class # 1-4-5 9,50 
Wax candles ~= wo we ° 50 
One present of two vasas o— pay 2ECO 
Candies of H. & F. “- -- 6e25 
Oranges of P. Subler =- = 2-00 
One book of J. G. Sterlie -- -- A Pag: 
Candle holders © -< -- o 50 
One book of A. Frankman _ -- aD 
Present to Rev. Berger wes wee 00 

Collected $29.80 

Expended 29.07 

Balance ° 
note: 


Candies of H. & Fe --(Hawk and Fahnestock, . Versailles, Ohio. 
Jems Ger lie, Druggist Versailles, Ohio. 
A. Frankman, Druggist Versailles, Ohioog 
Rev. Berger, Pastor of: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Versailles, Ohio, 
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Photograph of page 68 from 


Rev, Philip Locker's personal pastoral record 
Translated 
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Owing for the Youth Friend, 
From Webster Congregation. 


July 1851, 


Adam Kleinschmidt paid -50¢ 
Conrath Agne e50¢ 
ay Christoph Hack .e50¢ 
Johan Heil =~ 5O¢ 
Johan Adam Klipstein 25d 
Heinrich Froebe (25d 
Nicholas Kelch paid ..25¢ 


: vuly 3, 1851 
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MEET 
the pastors 
who once served 
St. Peter's Evangelical 


Lutheran Church 


Near 


Webster, Ohie. 


1 ZR 


Rev. Philinv Locker, 
Born September 9, 1811 *** Died May 3, 1861. 
Member of the Miami Synod of the General Synod. 
Served Darke County Churches: 


St. Johnts Lutheran, near Brock, Ohio. (Tndian Creek) 1848-1856. 
Zion lutheran, near Childrens Home, Wakefield, Ohio, 188-1856. 

St, Peter's Lutheran Church, north east of Webster, 0, 1850-1853, 
St, Paul's Lutheran, Greenville, Ohio, 1850-1852. 

Paulus Consreration ,(St. Paul's} at, Beamsville, Ohio, 1848-1856. 
Trinity Lutheran, Union City, Ind}, 1856. 

In Synod Convention, May &, h8i6) conveyed) an slant on geri ckaway, 
County, Ohio, he served on ‘the resolution committee with Ezra Keller 
and Eli Detwiler, May 13, 1846, led Synod in nrayer,. 


Synad Canvention 18/7, held in Germantown, Ohio. 

Phe Siemod directs Rev, Locker to visit Brown County, Ohio, where 
a German coneresation offers 3300.00 for a pastor to come and 
Jive in their midst, He had a Dayton, Ohio address during 1817. 


5 


In the year 1848 we find him in Darke County, Ohio, with his 
address listed Greenville, Ohio. 

Symod minutes comments thus; Locker having withdrawn from the 
services of the American Tract Society, has taken congregations 
in the vicinity of Greenville, Ohio. “Three congregations and 
five preaching nvlaces. 


Semod minutes of 184° carries his name as an ordained nastor 

on the svnodical record, -/Previous vears heiwas Nisted as) va 
licentiate pastor. ‘Ihe vear 1819 he served on the boundaries 

co mittee, His lav delesate to the synod was John H. C. Dill. 
Me, Dill was a merchant at Beamsville, Ohio, and was a member 

af the Panlus Congreration (St. Paul's) at Beamsville. 

Jn later vears the Dill family were members of Zions comgregation 
at. Wakefield, Ohio. 


1850 ,,he renonts. fo Svnedies 7 ollows; Served sour conmprega— 

tions and two nreaching “Tationss Durins the vear he bantised 
phy Ant anmis* confirmed A > had 180 communicants; three deaths, 
Hed two Sunday Fehnools with 40 scholars and one) nraver meeting. 


Financial: nL. OCr Simod= 1G sO0rEduce tion: 62,000 tome Missiona, 
$2 00 Foreien Missions, 
He was a delegate that vear to the Weat District Synod. (German) 


The files of the Miami Synod lacks the minutes of 1851, there- 
fore we have no revort of his activities for that vear. 


1852, Rev. Locker renorts Mr. Dill of the Paulus Congrepation 
at Beamsville arain as a delerate to the Synod Convention. 
ir, Dill represented Pastor Locker's large Darke County, narish, 


(Rev. Philin Locker on his versonal record book alwavs refered 
to the church near Brock as the Indian Creek Consreration.) 
T.ater known as 5t. John's Lutheran Shurch, 


~w 


AZ 


For the tears 1853-1854-1855-1856, he reports serving three 
congregations in Darke County, Ohio. 


November 1, ee eee ee Ape LOCKer -botiehtwa four -acrestract 
of land in section 13, Greenville Township, listed as lot # 3 
from David Diefenbaugh and was a resident of Clapboard Town 
(Wakefield) for about ten years He sold this home October 
14, 1857, to Frederick paren This tract is now a part sof 
of the land now owned by Lewis Snroat, 


icity. loc einterviewed eJs Wesley Meyer and his wife at 
New Corydon, Indiana, and also visited State Line Lutheran 
cemetery, two miles east and three miles south of New Corydon, 
Indiana. 


Dates taken from grave markers: 


Rev, Philin Locker, horn Sentember 8, 181] and died May 3,188]. 
Ace 60 vears 7 months 2h davs, 


Martha Ey) his wife was born February 26, 1817 and died August 
Mie gn hoe TairwearsamS> omonths ) andmelLh: days. 
3 : eS Gh ee - é 


oth are huried in the State Line Lutheran Cemetery. Church 
ROVMEOGIN COW demon ite icomevery, remains. 


son, David, was a harness maker and had a shoo in New Corydon, 
Deon eave io oem men teechurch: worker) and helped to. or¢an— 
ize Zion Lutheran Church in New Corydon in 1881. He owned and 
lived in vronerty eae the street from the church. He’ planted 
the trees that now andso Sstavelw in the church vard, 


Two dauehters married Fennif brothers and another dauchter 
married an uncle to the brothers. Theveare all deceased and 
Seem nuicke elim alomomete livemimunveranmiGere: ory 5 


Daves from vies grave markers: 


Anna E, Locker Fennie, 1858-1931 husband Henry J. Fennie 
Sasa (locvereennie), LAS? 19) i i George Fennis pBrothers 
Louise Locker Fennig, 18h 1—-1925 a Philip Fennis.— Uncle 


Pastor Locker and his wife Martha E, had a family of twelve 
children. Thev owned and lived on their farm located three 
Milenio ties vele Tine ibe tnenanmGeret ery) in wMercer 
Comnuy Obie: 


Churches served by Rev. Philip Locker while he was a 
resident of Darke County, Ohio. The churches were 
3811 located in the county. 


Rev. Locker bought a home and moved to Clapboard Town, (now 
Wakefield) in the year 1847. The following year, 1848, Zion | 
Lutheran Church was organized in this little hamlet, located 
near the Darke Countv Childrens Home, three miles north of 
Greenville, Ohio, on highway # 127. 

The original building was of logs with dirt floor and split 
slabs for seats, and was dedicated October, 1848. 

Since Kev, Locker lived only a few rods from this church site, 
he must have done much to euide the new congreration in its 
infant vears. That his job was well done, speaks for itself 
todav. If you would visit thes church today vou will find a 
small, but beautiful, ivy covered, brick church, with a modern 
parsonage heside it. The coneresation is small, but financi- 
allv able to sunvort a full time pastor and does not share 
their nastor with anv other congreration, This church is a 
member of the Ohioa Svnaod, ULCA, 

Printed minutes of the Miami Synod, on file in the library at 
Wittenhere Collecse, Snrinefield, Ohio, give evidence that Rev, 
Locker served this, his home church, most of the time he lived 
in Darke County, Ohio. 


St. dohn's Lutheran Church, located about one mile south of 
Brock, Ohio, was alse served by Pastor socker. sehe preached 
in the old lor church, built in 184%, It had a seating cap- 
acity, ofmaboubehou. In al] probability it wasy5uilt and 
dedicated under his euidance. Eight years later, 1856, the 
los church was revlaced with a more adequate and imposing 
frame church building. In the absence of anv church records, 
we are unable to say how manv years he ministered to the St, 
John's consreration. However, with all the research we have 
made, we are willing to speculate that it was, as at Zion, 
Wakefield, most of the time he lived in Darke County, Ohio, 
After 1878 no regular services were held in this church. 
About thirty vears azo the church was dismantled and the 
material was used to build a cemetery tool shed. All that 
remains of this Lutheran Church is the cemetery with more 
than six hundred burials. Two notables, Annie Oakley the 
renown ladv rifle shot and her husband, Frank Butler, sleep 
in thisybesutitin Toity ot thegdeads 

ly histpernsonal record kept by) Rev locker wine wreleresuro 
this church as his Indian Creek congregation, 


On March 10,1850, St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
was organized, and a log church was built. This church was 
located about two miles south east of Versailles, Ohio. 

Rev. Philin Locker was the first called pastor, serving them 
until March 1853, The old log church, in a good state of 
preservation, still stands. Unerserviceceschy.eare Ss anelG 
in it with rood attandance. Occasionally a funeral service 
is held there, The cemetery beside it is still being used, 
with recent burials, 


Many of the grand children and preat grand-children of the 
pioneer German families who organized St. Peter's Church in 
1850, are now members of Lutheran churches elsewhere, espec- 
iahly, Friedens, Bloomer, located about three and one half 
miles east, just across the Miami County line, and Trinity 
Lutheran Church, at Versailles, Ohio. 

It is through their efforts and influence that St. Peter's 
Church and cemetery is well kept, and in their hearts, a 
memorial to their ancestors, 


St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Greenville, Ohio. 

This congregation was organized in 1850, and worship in the 
homes of the members for quite a number of years. Civil his- 
tory tells us thet some of their meetings were held in the 
Darke County Court House. Rev. Philin Locker was the first 
pastor to minister to this congregation, serving them about 

two vears, 1850-1852, What part Pastor Locker had in the 
GuearizalLony on otperoults iutheran Churchy inoGreenville; 

CeO onl Kmovn souls them acuy Una she was Uhestirst pastor, 
surelv, would indicate that his influence and encouragement 
inspired the first members of this congregation in their efforts 
to nlant this church which has grown to be the-largest Lutheran 
SoS chiman ches county. 


From Rev. Philio Locker's old record book we learn that he min- 
istered to a (for that period) sizable Lutheran congregation at 
Beamsville, Ohio. the record does not reveal, but we are led to 
believe that it was Pastor Locker who organized them into a 
congregation and cerved them all during his pastorate in Darke 
Gounty, Ohio. After Hev. Locker removed to indiana from the 
parish here, the charge was taken over by Rev. Alexander Klefeker 
who served them until his death, rebruary 26, 1863. 

No evidence can be found that the Lutherans ever owned proverty 
datebeansville. | they orobably used the log church built by the 
United brethren people in 1842. it is believed that the Uhrist- 
HeonMmoeacriiyauronmnused  lumnorea number -obuyears also, 

when the Heamsville congregation disbanded is not known. 


PigcioucnulemerarceionovVOucimoEch records vavallable. vet after 
poleceu Cece veo oune mer ecorndc wer are ledato he ldeve and’, 
without much ouestion that, Rev. Locker, during his pastorate 
imevarke County. Onto, mightehave included at different times 
iments eparish, stoOnmeocassional services, the following Lutheran 
Churches, 


st. Johnis Lutheran Church, located in German (now Liberty) 
Townshiin., Orranized in M826,’ remained Lutheran for forty 
years, In 1866 the Lutherans merged with the German Reformed 
congregation, 


Zion Lutheran Church, German (now Liberty) Township, organized 
in 1830, The Itherans, 26 years later, surrendered their 
part ownershin of the church pronerty to the German Heformed 
Congregation, who owned the church pronerty with them, jointly. 
A quit claim deed was made in 1856. 


Beh 


Zion Lutheran Ghurch, south of Gettysburg, Ohio, organized in 
LEIA Cee Lie congregation moved the church building to Gettysburg, 
Ohio, in ds91e Discord and financial difficulty caused them 
to sell the church property and disband in 1898, 


Emnanuel--Washineton ‘township (later Dininger) Iutheran Church, 
west of Greenville, Ohio. This congregation oreanized in 1839, 
and disbanded in 1906, The few members left affiliated with 
other Lutheran churches in and near Greenville, Ohio. 


During this early neriod of church history there were preaching 
stations located at Stillwater, Dawn and the Beach, and possib- 
ly a number of others not known today. Although not naming the 
preaching places or stations in his synodical reports, we believe 
they are the ones reported. 


That Rev, Locker done much for Lutheranism in Darke County, Ohio, 
is, withoub ouestion. His was a period, of planting and 
nurturing, «mast dafticuLt . 


Always on horseback with his saddle bags, this traveling preacher, 


went to those who needed him, and brought the sospel to the 
scattered churches and vreaching places in Varke County. 


He planted and nurtured, and kept the candle of the Lord burn- 
ing suntiW others arriveds) wand Sfor Unis eaweeare . indesdiie eae — 
tile 


pay 
al 


Rev. Matthias During. 


Born October 6, 1812, at Cottbus, Prussia, Germany. 


Died March 14, 1890, of heart disease, at Mt. Pulaski, Illinois, 
Buried there also, 


At death was a member of the Wartburg Synod. 
Ordained and entered the ministry in 1849, 


Served St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, (near Webster) 
south east of Versailles, Ohio, eSB oom. 


He was one of sixteen pastors who organized the Wartburg Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, August 27, 1876. 

(Pace 17, History of the Wartburg Synod.) 
Listed: M. During, Ackley, Iowa, 


Was pastor of St, John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, at 
Mt, Pulaski, Illinois, 1881-1889. 


Resigned January 1, 1889 on account of ages 
Served in the Ministry forty (40) years. 


Married twice, had several children by first wife. 


Married second wife, Mrs, Amelia Fack, July 26, 1881, in 
Springfield, Illinois, 


Information source: Reaver te boucarten, D> U. 
5421 Post Road, 

Spokane, Washington. 
Dr, Garten was Secretary of the Wartburg Synod, 1900-1904, 

ALSO 
Mrs, Emma Drobisch, Mt. Pulaski, Illinois. 
Mrs, Drobisch was a step granddaughter of Rev, During, 
Lutheran Almanac, 


He 2c SCRE 3K 


I have letters from both Dr. Garten and Mrs. Drobisch, 


in my historical files, 


Lewis Grote. 


Note from the English District Synod 


The Minutes of 1875, page 7, record: "Rev. I. Hursh, of the 
Indiana Synod, having been called to Versailles, Darke County, 
Ohio, was installed by myself (President G. W. Mechling) and 
Bro, Schaefer(Rev. George Schaefer) in November (1874). 
He.will connect himself with this synod," 


His address was Versailles until 1878. 


Before Sept. 1879, he had moved to Indiana. Versailles was 
vacant. 


On leaving St. Peter's in 1859,we find the Inglish District 
Synod, listing his next address at, East Germantown, Indiana, 


pi 


Rev, John George Schaefer, 


From ;- History of Miami County, Ohio, 1880. 
Date from grave stone and History of 
Evang, Lutheran District Synod of Ohio. 


Rev. John George Schaefer, minister, Piqua, Ohio, born 

in Maryland, 1826; is a son of George Schaefer, deceased, 
Pastor Schaefer was raised on a farm, and when 19 years 

of age went to attend Capital University at Columbus, Ohio, 
to prepare for the ministry; he received a thorough course 
and mastered all the principal languages except Hebrew, 


Immediately after he received his degree, he was ordained a 
minister of the Lutheran Church, and has always been engaged 
ins tnercauses He has had charge of St, Peter's Lutheran 
Church, near Webster, Ohio, for the last 20 years, 


He married Miss, Flizabeth Shick of Logan County, Ohio. 
They had six children; Mary C., living in Toledo, Ohio; 
H. N., living in Shelby County; John Wists Martin L., 
Matilda and Maria Le 


Miss, Sarah E,, sister of Pastor Schaefer married Henry W, 
Routson, March 22, 1873. 


Rev, Schaefer passed to his reward, December 31, 1900, 


The Forty-fifth Convention of the Evang, Lutheran District 
Synod of Ohio, held in Bakersville, Ohio, June 6-9, 1901, 
announced the death of venerable Father J. G. Schaefer, 
This dear Father had studied Theology in Columbus, Ohio; 
and, after his ordination, served congregations in miami 
County as long as his strength permitted it. But for Some 
years before his death he was disabled to such an extent 
that he was compelled to dispense with performing all 
ministerial duties. The Revs, J. G. Neiffer and Wm, Hall 
buried him at Covington, Ohio, 


Eighteenth Convention, 1874 held in Germantown, Ohio, 
Revcwe ol Hen uZ, Pastor, 

At this meeting Rev. J. G. Schaefer was admitted to Synod 
membership after dismissal from sister synod, 


AG 25 36 ae Kk 


Rev, Schaefer served St, Peter's Church for more than thirty 
years, 


27 


age 


Rev. Isaac Hursh, 


Born March 9, 1819 Died March 1, 1897. 


Preached in homes of the settlers around Brock, Ohio, as 
early as 182 and later in their St. John's Lutheran Church 
south of Brock. 


Revs. Isaac Hursh conducted the first Lutheran services in . 
Versailles about the year 1856. He at that time lived near BRepwidew 
Bloomer, in Miami County, Ohio, and had charge of the Evang- 

elical Lutheran Church at Stillwater, (Friedens Church.) 


From 1854 to 1859, a period of five years, he served St, Peter's 
Uvangelical Lutheran Church, near Webster, Ohio, 


Pastor Hursh at one time served congregations in Illinois, 
Ste James and St. John's churches af Claremont, Illinois. 


Reve Isaac Hursh was a member of the English Evangelical Diste 
rict Synod, At a convention held in Zions Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church, East Germantown, (Pershing P. 0.) Indiana, he 
was among a group of pastors and laymen who formed or organ- 
ized the Indiana Synod, October 23,%1671, <page! i2, ee luth— 
erenism at the Crossroads of America." By C. R. Defenderer.) 
Later the Chicago Synod, 

He served Zions Lutheran Church at East SEAT AD for & 
number of years. 


Both Pastor Hursh and his wife Elizabeth, who was a sister 
of Rev, John RR ee Schaefer, are buried at East Germantown, 
(Pershing P. os Indiana, located west of Richmond, Ind- 
iUeears yy Lene Rue # lO. 


His son, Rev. Jomn G. M,. Hursh was ordained to the Gospel 
finistry September 27, 1871, by the Indiana Synod, 


Civil history of Darke County, Ohio, tells us that Pastor 
Hursh, in the fall of 1878, removed to the State of Illin- 
ols. It is quite possible that he served Versailles Luth-e 
erans until that date, In the absence of old church records 
the statement is only speculative, 


History of the Evangelical Lutheran District Synod of Ohio. 


Meeting August 2-7, 1876, Rev. I. Hursh of Versailles, Ohio, 
admitted to membership in this Synod. 


The Versailles Leader December 1, 1915. 
Reve Ae Je Reichert, 1890-1892. 


Reve Ae Je Reichert, one of the living exepastors of 

Trinity Church, writes as follows concerning his associate 
fons in Versailles: "™ The two years in the Versailles parish 
are full of pleasant memories. Young and inexperienced I 
entered upon the work with fear and trembling. 

How well I recall the first Sunday in the parish. It was 
June 17, 1890. I preached in the morning at Trinity in the 
English language, in the afternoon at St. Peters in the Gere 
man language and at Friedens in the evening. The German sere 
mon was the first I had ever preached. How well do I remember 
the words of appreciation after the service and especially the 
ten dollar gold piece put in my hand by Mr. William Klipstins 
Sr. with a word of congratulatione 

Me. Prakel will recall my efforts as choir master. He was 
Supt. of Sunday School and rendered excellent service in every 
WAY e 


In the fall of 1890 my marriage took place to Miss. Irene Leet 
and we resided in @ house on the north side just vacated by 
Mre Geo. Worch. We shall never forget the kindness extended 
to us by the good peoples of the parish the Kleinschmidts, 
Frankmans, Klipstines, Worch#s, Kelchs, Prakels etc. we can 
not forget; they were staunch, loyal and true friendse 


During these two years, the parish prospered. We were gains 
ing strength numerically and spiritually. A good feeling 

had been fostered between the two congregations now after 

25 years, I rejoice that a new church is to take place of 

the old. That Trinity has become m strong factor for good 
in the town and in the church; and that in the future greater 
things will be in stors for here 


In May 1891, this Synod held its Thirty-fifbh Convention in 

Germantown, Ohio-= Reve Ao Fo Seibert, Pastor. 

Upon dismissal from other Synod of the General Council Reve 

Aho Jo Reichert, Doylestown, Ohio, was admitted to the Evange 
Lutheran District Synod of Ohioe 


In May, 189), the Thirty-oight Convention of this Synod was 
held in Zionts Church, Doylestown, OHio-- Reve Ae Je Reichert, 


Pastore 


The Forty-third Convention of this Synod was held in Trinity 
Church, Loyal Oak-- Reve Ee Le Te Enders, Pastor 
June 1-5, 1899. Reve 4. J. Reichert dismissed to the Chicago 


Synode 


1899-~ Reve A. J. Reichert, pastor of Mulberry parish, began 
work in Lafayette, Indiana. 1899 organized Zion's. 
1899-1901 Chicago Synode 
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Dr. Albert Je Reichert. 


Dr. Albert J. Reichert, retired pastor of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania, died in a Lititz, Pas, nursing home Febe 
Sth. He was 87. 


Born in Utica, N. Ye, Dece 3, 1865, he was graduated from 
Thiel College and Philidelphia Seminary. Following his 
ordination by the New York Synod, he served pastorates in 
Versailles and Doylestown, Ohio; Mulberry and Lafayette, 
Indiana; Red Wing, Minne; and Lancaster, Pae 


For a time he served as superintendent of missioms for the 
Chicago Synod, as professor at Norwegian Seminary in Minnoy 
was president of the Northwest Synod for six years and was 
tield secretary for the National Lutheran Council at the 
slose of World War le 


He was a member of the Comnon Service Book committee from 
1913 through 1917 and received his honorary dovtors degree 
from Thiel College in 1928. 


Surviving are a son, Frederick L. Reichert, of San Fran- 
cisco, Califeg aw daughter, Mrs.J. Shober Barr, of Lan- 
caster, Pas; two sisters, Mrs. Arthur G. Miller and Mrs. 
Louise Swanson, of Utica, N. Y. 


The funeral service# was conducted Feb. 8th in Christ 
Church, Lancaster, Pae, by Pastors Alfred Long and 
Myrom Ae Eichner. Interment followed in Lancastero 


Rev, Amos A, Poorman, 


Reve Poorman was born April 9, 1846, in Ohio, 


He entered Capital University, Columbus, Ohio, and graduated 
from the Theological Seminary located there, Following his 
graduation he was ordained to the Lutheran Ministry. 

Pastor Poorman became a member of the Imglish District of the 
Joint Synod of Ohio. This fact was mentioned in minutes of 
convention held at Lima, Ohio, August 1869. 


Rev. Poorman in his early ministry Spent two years at St. James 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Youngstown, Pennsylvania, 1869-1871, 
(From Memorial History of the Pittsburgh Synod, page 669.) 


He served St. Andrey Evangelical Lutheran Church, Farmersville, 
Qiao lovlelGeo winon Centennial History" published by, 
St. Andrew's Church for celebration 1950.) AeeebkerGedated ds 


16th Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran District Synod of 
Ohio, held in Zanesville, Ohio, August 15-20, 1872, Rev. Amos 
A, Poorman was admitted to synod, He transfered from the Joint 
Synod of Ohio. 


Onedanuaryel, 19 /2,5 Pastor, Poorman presided at a meeting to organe 
ize St, Johnts Lutheran Congregation of Enterprise, Lanier Town- 
ship, Preble County, Ohio, and served as pastor two periods, 1872= 
1873, and from June 20, 1880 to the fall of 1889, 

He also preached at Ellerton, Salem and Slifers, dates not lmown, 


In Darke County, Ohio, he served St. Peter's Lutheran Uhurch near 
Webster, Ohio, 1901-1905, and Zion Lutheran Church, three miles 
north of Greenville, Ohio, 1901-1917. 

Zion is near the Darke County Childrens Home. 


While serving Zion Lutheran Church he suffered a stroke July 4th 
1917, which so disabled him to the extent that he was compelled 
to retire from the ministry. 

His last pastoral service at Zion Church was the marriage of Miss, 
Mary Rehmert and Ishmael Taylor, July 2, 1917, at the home of the 
brides parents, Chas. A, and Anna Rehmert. 


Rev. Amos A, Poorman passed to his reward December 28, 1920 at his 
home, 423 South W# Hawthorne St., Dayton, Ohios 

He was laid to rest December 31, 1920, in Woodland Cemetery, 
Dayton, Ohio, | 


Rev. Poorman received for his first years Salary at St. Peter's 
$100.00, and for the balance of his pastorate years there he 


received $150.00 per year. 
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